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Ailopt-A-Scholar Program for Hisp anic Students

About 25 percent of ihe pcpulation in Torrington,
Wyoming area is Ffispanic, but most in that gloup do not
rea& tlnir full poiential or even get a dEnce because so
many youngsle(s dro'pout of ttrc public rlnols or do not
go to college. Parents and hmily membss Bometimes
find it difficult to motinte tr €ncourage tre dtildren to
accmplieh all they can in tle education sFuL Getting
parents involved is one of the tr<ey factom in Easbn
Wyoming Collqe s Adopt-A-ftholar progran

I{ispanic youngatere in this program are ertcouraged to
relrnin in schml, to shive for sdplastic adrievemerrt, as
well as to re&ain ftom drugs. Ihe Adopt-A-Sctolar
progran introduces these young people to real role
models who present Ore idea that it is posible to do rrore
wi0r their lives. Ii is a corpilatiut of cther similar
p'rograms aooss the country, as well as four years of
listerring to commor problerns and leaming about optiong
for our situation

The sclrolars ale selecd in the sixth grade and receive
a variety of berrefib mon EWC siarting at the time of
selection and continuing through their second year of
collge. Scltolars ale selecbd ftom among mforodb'
shrdenb *i$in the county elem€ntary sctrools whose
parents or guardians lack college experience or whose
finarrial support is limibd. The rholars must strow need
for the support and potential for succee

Sclrolars receive free tuition for rnany of the programs
EWC o'ffers in botlt commrmity education and credit
.l'cs€, shrting at tlrc sixthgrade level and continuing
througlr four semestes at EWC. Otherb€nefits to the
sclrolars indude recogniiiur of academic pmgres; EWC
hats and T-shirb; participation in EIVC atliletic and
cdnral evenb; development of relatiorstrips with EWC
stud€rt nole models (mentors); and participation in a
duee-day su:runer youth conferance

The sumner program indudea opportunities to meet
regional and national role models of minority decerrt,
self-etmr enhancement, alcohol and drug abuse prevm-
ticr, career oqrloratio4 on-carrpus living, and study
skiils haining.

Sixth gradec are selecred because we felt that not
enough atbrtion has been focused on yomger shdenb.

By the tine colleges conbct s€nio$ in high sctrool, thry
have alrady made up their minds, or tlrcy are past the
point when they could begin to prepare for college or a
car@r.

To @in the prognm, all eligr'ble sixth gradem and 10
eligible studerds ftom sevenih Ouough 12th gra.de are
selected- Eadr year tlrcreafter, all eligible sixth gradere
will be induded, and all of tlrc previous seventh through
L2th grade students will continue to receive program
b€nefite

To remain eligible, scholars must lemain drug-free and
mainbin a certain grade.point ievel &nt gpadually
increases with their educaticral progess Gradb six and
seven must maintain a 2.@ G.P.A.; grades eight through
1O a 250 G-P..{.; and gra.des 11 through t}le first two
years in college, a 3-0 GP.A. The gclolar must provide a
copy of grades and/or transcripb eadr year b Ore college
to prove cotinued eligeiliiy. If the rhobr's annual
G-P*A. falls below the prcscrfred minimirg he/she must
wrib an appeal lefter. E'l IC bas the 6nd decision in
detennining continrcd studmt eligibility.

o
B<nefiro To the College
. Builds relationshiF with tlrc public schools at all

Iesels.
r Builds relatiurships with etudenb, their famili6,

neigirbors, and ftierds.
r Develops pcitive public relatiurs wi6in the conmru-

nity.
. Expces vadow groups to EWC's reeowces.
. Creabs aribar,sadors who are walking advertiserrents

tluoughout the public sdrmls for a full sevan years.
r Involve institulions outsicle of the college.
r Encourages minority €ruollmenL

6
Bendte To the Sclrolars and Their Familieg
r ftholars are selecd during their sixthjrade year.

The progmm is explained to students and their par-
ents,

o During tl€ sixth lhrough 10th gndes, tlrc sctbler is
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given free tuition to enroll eadr year in two commu-
nity eduatiur dasse, induding any sporb' dinic
Appropriae EWC attirc ie pmvided.
Eadr stud€rt is issud a shrdent activity erd for
athletic and cdh:ral ev€r$.
Dning ilrc llth and 12th grades, tlrc scholar is
provided free tuiticn to enmll in college credit
coursea.
Upon succesful corrpletion of high sdmol and tlrc
progra:ru EIVC pays for the first four selrrcster:s of
tuition at the collqe.
Qpportunitiee are available for the paren(s) and/or
guffdian(s) b participab in college activities and/or
personal developmert activities.

6
Not-So{bvious Beneffle To the Strd€ntg
. Stud€nts who are least at risk in ability but most at
risk in other criteria categories (6nances, fanfly eduo-
tion bac-kground) are offered the drance to succeed,
r Students have had continufuqg support ana expertare
on the canpus (for seven years) during whidr t}rcy could
consider and experiarce college,

Noelle Kieotyn, Dtrator, htblic Rddiorc

Rill! R^@,DaM, Student Seroita

Tlm Alvarez, dssistent Direcbr, Admigians

For further informatio& contact Billy Bab at Eastert
Wyoming Col€ge,3Z)0 West C Street, Tonington, WY
8224t), or Tim Alvarez at University of Nebraska,901
North 17th S@, Lincolru NE 58588.

[Nob: Authors ad<nowledge t]re imPorbnt wo* at
|ohmon Conty Comrnmity College (KS) tlut prwided
EWC with the corrept of the Adopt-a-Scholar I'rogruL]
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