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EcSk Teaching Economics as a Second language

A oroblern in uclrirg economics is that irsrrucors

-*dttt"e * ^"ch 
on"Ure Pare (bols) that shrdents lo6e

;"LfiG"tl"d*ortrecdune' An analogln r"q *:*
iJJn"s-"htd*b tt* b raise a garden and the stud€nt

-asetfo ttteuteof @mnonSard€nbots'--€'g'sFff'.,
hoe, ftrdiz€r-but failed o produce a croP' we woud rcer-tfri*" 

ft a Aif"a in our usl. In tlhe e@nomics 'le{ercrc'm
il-t*"fr.ttieg.e how to onstnrct vatious rnodeb ard

it""' to -f"ttfue tu".nut ebdstical conditions' The

rt ta.n"'A- t*t urary principles and laws' earh d
wrriJba" l-port"ttt t6oi-+ui orly a oot" ;*m .

tvtavnarA Ke/rles orre o<plained that "economics rs a'"#rtaltrt& m" a docline, an aPParatus of tle mind' a

technlque of thinl&€, which helP6 ib Pocs€ssor to dravv

conclGons." The "c!o1' tltat eaonomic @chers must

t"""-f" o -rU" "t 
id*tt to tts" th" bols of economics

L **. a*i"iottt, e.g., to Prr€ss data ard arive at

tndepedent corrlusiotts

Whails E<SL?' '-ao.taite 
o neru:Iigs Fels oI Vanderbilt University' ttrc

beet "raa 
fb e"t i"g economics is that for Eaddng a

roram btte*gu ratfo" than that for bading histoly or

B*rif" U"t 
"it 

rt" on ihe teachhg of foreign languages .
dfoentiates b*rreen insFuction in foreign tanguage and

i" B""lt L t" 
" 
*rd language GSD' ln both eses' a

frn-il""O.lirg""1 ap&ctr is usea in whidr studens

rr"* ira"v 
""p"[no*bi 

t]re new hnguage ad are

o,co,rmdd b use tlreir new terrninol%y oft€o Many

mnes aia pnvslcat activifres arc used in the dassrmm to

ffi"td-""lil ;htdent particiPation The goal is to Eaclt

each student the t€rtrts, ttreir rneanings' and basic aqPrca. -

dons withfi't Ole ctrlture under study' Whq tnmeryton T
used as a uctring echnique, ttre dass is only permitFd to

.o"ottt lat" oiitfn language under study' Field EiF to

rcstaurards, medtcal cengs, ardlor tlle native cormtry

wtrere use of ttre tanguage @n be tesd are criti@l

Udting stnEgtes.- 
r. tffi ESr- tiitael, tlE instructor tea&es ErElish to

nor"isn-upe"ki"g 
"htdents 

(uzually in prepan{on fur

futt i shiav i" t"hich English wil be the on]y language)'

nSl it u p*htt"a teaching situation because students are

i"-"o,i itt E tgtittt*p*lCnt situationr in most activities

and afmmt all rredia- ESL enrd€!6 recdve consbnt

t"o.td.t utU raptd ftedba* in and out of the dassroom

ftli relnft,rcea su'ccecaful usage of tfre English tttE9g-"
Th€ Btud€nb ar€ able to aP'Ply the language AGT"y:
whictr rrotivag therr to trPve rrofr€ raPidly frcm P.l

to cDmDlo( usage. Because we live in an elrvitDrl[rert that

ao*tit" "-*"tic 
decision malcing fton our ci6zens'

encouraq€s ruv€tnfrlt fiom sirrPle b trrore cotrPle(

ecoto-il a*i"ioo" tttiougluut life' ad Pt*qtt."*-- ,
norrtc data vla all rredia, tlE teadting aPProach

hercin has been rcferred b as EdL (ecomlricd as a seconc

languagd.

The llazartt Cmnuntty Co[ege APFoacl 
-

if"-ta Co-tt ttttty College economics studente

reDres€nt a soss€ectiim of ail sfudents' Their ages'-fuence, 
afiliUes, Soals, ard ir@ests in aking a

#;;""; *"*"dA "laos 
diftu' We have atunpbd

["*lfu *tl *".""t y€ar8 b creab a sihration in whidr

"t"a*tt 
*ith *tio,li te"ets ot ekins ant abilides have

fuo"'"a 
" "pt**O, 

approactr to learning' 119 t*9tt
are (1) morsshrdent8 klow nrore about economics after

trXtte tl|e 
"lut"; 

(Z) tfry ale bete able b aprply econonic

-Ge h fdt d"ily iives; (3) ttxy are rnre confident

aboufusirg economic terms and bols; (4) tl"y h"T.
leamed to iork in a nlore ooopemdve, less compedtive

€nvtronm€nt, (5) thry see a stronger relafiorrhtP Eld-eert

econontcs ard life; (6) they are betu preparea b P€rtordl
their fole as citizens; (7) ttrey use self-quesEoryng shlLy

echniqueg; (8) Ol€Y use retrearsal study teclmiques; (9)

tf,ev 
"s:e 

Eacher-r;o"ided scherns for leaming

i*r'""a <fol tt*y'pt"e"* tlreir own schema and Pres€rt it
foi approvaf to iliren'studenb before hrning it in for

credit in tlre cou$e.

But Studenls lVtust Know lhe Tersre ' ' ' Rtght?

We have used a cornbination oI masEry learning ald
o"o**tt 

"U "y"t"-" 
of instructon to PrcParc shrdents

irr recall, rmdelstardlng and application tasks

Class AdiYt6eg
i. fntroauce 0re Aass ae an etdting but very diffrult

course of studY.

TrlE l/4TptlA. NilImfiE FOR gf pEr nm o*Gmpnf]tr/ul DEVELOPTEM NIs@,)

Wgw-ffiw,'mx:,'ffiw'wi,"



Z Promlse studens an 4 B tr Cgrade if Ury sucr€ed
at ft€e dnfuent aslFcb of the;lass

3. WriE 6dr stud€nf; hmfly to b[ them Orat tIE
studenf is bking a very diificult cou$e, 

"r"d 
tld.

. supct is needed if fle student ts br be rucn"ssfi,t.d Use {re brtboolCs bst bank b preparc fu" ".rd;*of eadr H the s,tudents ale b tale (four tssts, t()nndtipledoie ihrs earlD.
5. U_T a Sonnon gradiry E aclrine O quickty saorc

each version of EE bst No grade is-reco.irca 
""U- the etudent scores efz or hiprer.

6. Strdenb who saore less firai'XlZ comphb or_
rectiveg outside ofntass. Ihey then qihange their
old bst, answer shee! ard corectives in o,i t-*irr"
@rF for aro0ter version of drat particular bst
nE 'ql<eftebt ftr tlehanftrgi€nF. We score it
orr the Scantron grader ad give them *te rcsdb ;
Bry come inb the nod elass nreedrE lfnecessary,
tlry do onectives atah anf bke a;ofhr 

""rd"i;the bst until a Ecore of m% or higher is atairrd.7. Aft€readl filsto(arn, wemoveon to new materlal
dufng the rpd.,t e3 meaing. Strd€rdd a-aln* O"
scorirts-m &)Zo or highef on each Bt is Ore rBt
scheduled mrn Shlderus must spcrd ordderable
tinre on econourlcs in order tD meet this schedule.
AtbdarG irB€ases bacause studmts orulot miss
elassry ad cqrndeb thetr bsks, h addidst Srdeft
:U€yT ard-lErdoeatun alarge dlasticaly aftsr
ttE first tsst Because stu&lts tEcognize theimmr_
re're of prccise laryuage tn u*g eaononic br;J_
nolqr, ttry ask a6ma nwy claritylng ard aprplka_

1* g|]fP* I g"* nrey want o te-spedfic
aDout tIE ttrntino,log', and avoid doing airother
onctive if pmible. In tlreprocess t&bemle
active leaels,

8. We-fitE their advison (witfr a copy b tlrc stud€n0
alq b[ ftem trow pleased we are-*th t]re studmts,
ettorb and theirscolrs b daE Weask ttsn to

^ enourqe fiehdviseesas tfeynret wi0r fherr9. Oass tlme onsisb of arswatni; student qrrurd.r"
abqut tlEreadiry assignrsr! 

"tnwtng 
aiplicafio

ot oonnepls, ad havig dtnr perfom tasiG-__€.c"
otstnrct a demard cr.rrve calculae ehticitv oi 

-

dcmard, or constnrt a 6eld of indifferorce crwes-
mr gadiry purpces, tley corrpleE dailv arolica_
tion assigrrnerte whidr are trnred in * tt* &if of
thekminanoEook

1O To each analysis, synthesb, and qrahation hamirq,
we r€quire a Fpetr tmmeach student qplainiru a "
Irfiticularprodud ana it9 nrarket (timhd,, ,offi,
coal SJ This causes tla shrderds b seaEh for

econonic data from v"riou3,rFdijq rlalfug thest
rnore onsdous of their o&tsre.

11. When studenb finish their papos, Oq, submit th€m
ro a F€r reviel Eam of tlree oths studqlts. Each
eam member !yi[ read eacfr paper ard ofu susses.
tiors for fupmoverrert Ore itrilent wn Om oFon
unnse of languap, another will eign otron"speflhs
am Fmctuatioru while a third stud€nt wil Eien off-
on the use of eaonomic tmrs, oomplea, and &n_
cepb. the strd€r:b th€n rotab assiintrsrb on the
yrd paper. The students are rcsponsible for collecl_

Irg.egrnnric da!" u*ng newly acqdred 
"-r-"f"toots b present their data, ad, most important,

ariyfuts at theh own onclusions,

- U{rg this apprroadr to teachirts economics, we have
tound that ttE fbqrs of the entire dass is on learnine
eonomlcs ard is rrore like a work envimnnent trin a
lplcal dassroonr. orrr i:b is one of encouradm, Drais_
in& dadfyin& aftC assisting wehavet or,6 6iitaor*
Rfchdd Crowe, P/o/essor, Eanotnis

kr frr&er informadon, ontaf,t the author at ttrazard
Cotrttrtrnity Colltrye, Highway 15 Soutf/Ore C_omrru_
nity CoII€e Drive, Hazard, Ky 4t7rfi-24$2-

&bbrntewithus!
the lg}2 hFrafloal Confoeoe m

Teadiq &cdloeand Cofuce d

Qea&es wifl hdude DmaH f[dx,
Clnaodbr, Lm Aagdes Co-""tr" Coi;
Dbd4 ald B€redy Sh@e,l'ddde4"
Madisol Area Techical Collge gr pre
aotlsg1e.Nims wil te foiured, plug

rycial sesions I Wdly Cq, Co[€; of ftB
C.utuu, wto wfl pro,lde hdrrrdfi in
colnkfadw€S€m dmcing. Ihe ConfuEra
ot Adnirttsatoq 159 NEdD F.ndh''(*
Awr& F€ssnatuU Itlsndafssfr*
Irlerlcan bqft ad a.-g aa; m deucitr
Tas Hi[ C@ty, ed Sar fuhb rornd
mt tterfiedule

&r @e ffimatim, mnrad Sqme
lomde, DhEdor, NED, Tle Unhrcdv of
Ter d Audir, EDB 3{f, Ald&,'IX NiA
5Alq45/8.

a

&l[DAtadc,Eeor

--

4tilnl4Yd,W,latz
@TBUirqdTcdAdr tgE
FrrfE.r,TfiFr'' b F'trfud BUBfiERid&abtricrpud,

MpyrTmrSst*{crs b a sM d tE NM Mtu b w sd otwiM &nn@,sr l*r',IWtut d affi AdniistuL cd@ d 7y\ ns sas, n" u;;W;;&'d AIBE\ A,&\ Tqlsz87ti1 Ftq o, -BE tuta n ait ap it x t(M d*dtu ;;t; iiiillil#i n"w, aEndmdc/rt?E7.assss@irscir dti|g H ailqiqwrc Fgtaegiel- -_ -


