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Oppartunity Papers

In order to avoid the neg'ative cbnnotation that tests
caEy fq shrdents, I developed the idea of qPportunfty
Papet$, Studene ltke the ldea. I ocplain that we have
no probleris b solve in rny Economi,cs clas+-only
situationsg resolve. To me, the latter ig a nore posidv€
approach to what I hope b accomplistr"

Tlre following handout is provlded b shrddnts on the
first day of class:

YAttg
SuceeilinginEanomics

. 'The qualtty of a person's ltfe is tn direct proporfon
to theii aomEdtrnent to o<cetence, regardless of thdr
chosen fteld of endavor." -Vince 

Iombatdi

This corrse is desigled not to much to teach J/ou :

economics ag it is to tadt you about economiG, to helP
you understand how economlcs affects your llfe, to help
you understand how the systems work, and to helP you
make fi nandal decisions.

Conduct of the Class
Oppufinity Papers (O.P.'e)--Tets $te do not have.

But yorr will rqgularly be given an Opportunity PaPer,
an opportunity,to "show off your smarts," to leam what
you have leamed, to see what you need to leanL

Claes Disc'ission--:Ihere ale no right or wrong
answers to questions that are asked dudng class discur
sions (and.there will be many questions). We will have
only some answos that better suit the questions than
others. foin in the class discussions. ContribuE ro the
zuccess of the gpoup Ask questtons; offer your opln-
ions and ideas If you do not understand, ask for more
explanation You have absolute freedom to disagree
with the iilstruc'tor, to question the instructoy's answers
to your guestions.

Soure Success Stsateglea
1, Take good notes in class-notes that are useftrl b

you. For every definition, cite an o(ample that
clarifies the concept.

Z Read yourboolc Underline or highlight key etords
and phrases. (Do not overdo lt )

3. Know how to rlse the formulas and the definitions.
Merely knowing them will not be enough-

4. Answer the questions at the end of each secdoru
Ansnrer the questions at the end of eadt chapter.
This step is aitiel when preparing for an O.P.

5. Ifyou fird or have an economlc matter p€rtatnlng to
the mautal being discnssed, or if you have an
eonomic matter of lntelest lo you and protably to
fte dasi,, sture tL We will discuss tL

Goal Setttng
Put your name and course title and course nunber

on the lndex card you recelved.
Now take a few minutes and think of the final letter

grade (or score) you will commit yourself to achteving
in this course. Complete the card and tum it in face
down- Only you and I will lcrow what your commlt-
ment is. As you mter the world of business, you will
have to set goals and help the business reach goals.
This is a gmd plac€ b betin

Cornpeddon BetlYeen Clases
After eadr Opportunfty Paper,I will wrtte the results

of other classqs and the average for the classes, on a
classby<lass basis, on the board. Your challenge will
be to forge ahead, stay ahod, or catch up.

Rememben You can succeed ln Economicgt
gaggt

When O.P.'s are retumed to etud$ts, there ls alwaye
a round of applause fsr those wlth the hgheot scores
and for the studen(s) who made the most significant
tircrease in his/h€tr last score.

As weU, posting the scoreg of other dasses crEateg
competition that tends to bdng each class closer to- -
gether, and students work harder to achleve a common

PurPose.
More and more students are taking part in discus-

sions, more are asking questions, more are feeling
comfortable with the "opportunity," and more are
joining me in ruking the entt€ experienc€ a happy one.
It isa plea$fe to have students who can laugb and
enjoy what drey are doing An4 they are making real
progrcs in thetu work!

lL L Bmckman, Instruclor, E@nomi6

For further inlormation, contact the author at Cenhal
Piedmont C-ommunity College, P.O. Box 35{F9, Char-
lotte, NC 28235.
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Annotated Syllabi:
Coorilinatio4 of a,n American Lwtgaage Program

At Beryen Comnunity College, a suburban campus
wtth app'rorCmately 10,ffi shrdents, the larged growth
area has ben among tb internadonal populadon,
wldch now approadrcs 20% of the student body, ln a
county where futemadpnals csrudtue only 6.770 of the
residenb. The Anqrtcan Ianguage Pfogram 6t the
college has been rtstng at the ldte of &10% per year and
rcw totals alnoet 500 stud€nB

In thls prograrg full-tlme students (day or evening)
enroll for 15 <redits in a pre-acadenic program--six
hours of grammar liriil three hours each of 6peech,
writin& and reading. Before regtstiadon, th€se etu-
denb are prre-tesed and placed in one of three levels.
There ls an €edt examlnadon requlrcd at the clnclusion
of Level Itr which Etudents must pass before thry are
allowed to reglster for regular college courses.

Sometines, the grammar, reding and writing com-
ponents of any one level arc 6ughf by one instructor,
but more often thse arc two or even three,

The Goat
Our goal was b better coordinaE the content and

methodology of insFuction ln the American Ianguage
Progmm by eliminating the differentials.-daylnight
studmt, fidl-ttne/part-ffme instructor, non-standard-
ized caching patterng

The Plan of Acdon
The plan of acton was to prepare an arltutsteil

syllabas fur ea& anase tn the program, prepared by
professors who had taught the courseg several times
before. Eadr slabus ls approximaGly 20 pagee in
length, and all are bound in one volume. they are
loosely based on the text used for each course, hdlltat-
ing aty future changes tn texts. Much of the work sug-
gested by Ore syllabus ls almed at the acquisition of
skills necessary for studenb to progre8s throughout the
program and in the acadernic courses that wlll follow.

Each syllabus is divided inlo slx segments:
1. A statenent of the course objectives;
2. A deotpdon and anal.ysts of the b<tbook;
3. An overall course outline, based on the sequenct of

speific cornpetendes iudged esendal by memben
of the Arnerten languap Facultn

4, Suggesttons for use of individual segmenb of the
to{ clerly and prcdsety deltneadng o(efdse and

drctces within a dupEr;
5. Coptes of additional o<ercises not found in the
, tcrdbooks (For fhe wrtting dasses, thee tndude

previous additional writing asslgnmenb that have
bsr succasfully ln rcadlng dasser
there are addidonal to<ts, voobulary pira.ctices, and
ex€rdses to $hance readlng techntque. The
gramnadcal segut€nt indudes ererds€ of a more
@dve 8ort than are usually provtded tn tods.!

6, Actual examtnadons used in prevloua couses.

All insFucbrs ale gven a copy. It is espedally helpful
b adjunct faculty members teacldng at the college for
the first time. They are rerninded that the syllabw is to
eeree ae a collection of suggestione, not to be regarded
as mandatory, But b dmplify effort and reduce
peparadon time, the authors prepared all exerclses in
sudl a way that lnefirctors need only to photocopy or
rtimeograph lhe pages and distribute them to students.
No retyping is necesaqy.

Outcones
Most faculty merrbers have ocpressed satlsfuction

wlth tlEarmobH sy[abi. Adiunct tnstructoB are es-

@ally pleased because, in addition to course rnateri-
als, they receive an orlmtation to the goals and rneth-
odologtes utilized in the progran Instruction ls rnore
stardardlzed, making the moven€nt from day to
ovening (or vice versa) rnore fluid. Plans are alrcady
underway to update the syllabi, with input from all
lngtrucbrs, full- and part-time, involved in the funeri-
can language Program-

I{. Bdan AJ'l,ano, Profenr, Hwnanitig

For further lnfonution, contact Bonnie McDougal Ran
Alfred McDowell, or W. Brian Altano at Bergen Com-
muntty College,4@ Paramus Road, Paramus, NJ
0755&1592.
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