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Stuilent Eoaluations: Tools fot Instructor Leaming

. Studmt evaluadorc of instsucton and courses, lotg
perfomred on an lnfrmral bads at colhge and udver-
dW empuses acrw the natior} can be a positive bol
roi a**ilt g tt sct cor perfornrarre. et ttre Wofson
Campw of Miamt-Dade C-ommunity C-ollege, we have
lmplimerrted a systerratic mthod of evaluation, in
coniurrcUon wittr *e ovemll goal of tle college-wide
feailrtng/Ismlng proiect, to mske ba$ing and
learnlng; Ore moot produc6ve plocees it can be. last fall
our onrpus once agatn admirdsFed the evaluation
instrurnenL elornpssing a sample of 545 sectons
offered by 3% instrrctore.

Since we have begun collecdng data and provfdhg
ftdbact to the faculty, there has been an insease in ttre
podttve mttngs that studene give their ins-tructor$ For
oonple, between 1986 and 190, the aprproval rating of
studentg for the it€rn "Instrucbr rrofivaEs student
intercsf improved from 875% to 89.1%, 'Inetructor
enourap ques$ons/parfdpadon" rose fuom93J}Vo to
9!.1%. Ttse ldnds of erraluadons, when pedomrcd on
a condstent hds, provlde lnetnrcbrs with firs0land
knowledge of how their stud€ltts percdve their teadF
ing and the couree, €lrabling th€rh b concenEate on
areas which nay need improvemerrL

It gtrould be noted that the results are regalded by
the campus as gcepdons by tlre rtudene ratfs than
as absolute iudgmglb. Nrytive $udent r€nPonse b an
tMl d€ not rcessarily mean that the teaddng
rnethod or course needs octsndve change, but it usually
stgnlfiee that the instructo needs b devote tlme to
asses"hg hb/h€tr performance h fds area. In some
ins&ncer, be'tter communicadon wtth etudents ls dl thai
is requied b lncreaae thdr undermnding and aPPIe
dadon of 8re teaddng goals ard nethodotogy.

The evaluatton addresse's instrucbr Prepanfo& ag

well as genenal coune conE& I4re arc Pardcularly
inEesd in furproving the resPonsee to quedons
about tEquircd writing ln all coursee. [$ine we are
strongly urylng all faodty to indude wridng assign-
ments in tlrdr ourses, we have lns{tuEd the rrse of
o[ateml readers to rnark writing asdgnmots ior
deviadone from €died lmetien fnglirh The asdgn-
menb are tlsr returned to rhe faculg mernber, who
grade8 ihe confent. As the use of thecollateEl radellg

becomeg more familiat to instrucbns, we hope b see all
courses indude writingasstgilnelt&t

A detailed brekdown of the evaludon resulte ov€r
the past tlree yeals at the Wol6on Carrpue is tncluded
on page 2. While there ls ov€rall lnprovement in
hstrucbr atd @ur€e rankirgs, some ttems have slown
no improverrent and some have decltred. We believe
that these arc o(eptions whidr can be ec<pec'bd;

however, we plan tn ttrc futute b conduct stadsncal
analysee to identify those which it€ms may be of
statistical significance in further analfzing the results.

Eduardo J. Padron" Praind, Wollwr Canpus

For further infonnadon, cutact the author at Miani-
Dade C-ommunity College, WolfuonC-ampus, 300 N.E.
2nd Avenue,Mami, FL 93132'?297.
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E]YALUATIONITEM

l' In$ructo mde course objectives clear !o all

2. Instrucm 'nde grading system cls !o all.

3. ExarnS COver€d mal€dpl and r$ignm6nts.

4. Erams, eB., yere gnded hhly.

5. Instrucffi eacourages questionsT@rticiparion,

6. Iffiucbr shows thaough lmowledge.

7. In$uctor was concom€d with surdent progres.

8. Instrusto motivales S&nt intrresl

9. Instnctor was available for lelp and advice.

10. Atstruclor u,as well prepred for class.

I l. Instructor starb class ou time.

12InsFuctor dismisses class on time.

13. InstructG prwn6 rl3lerial clealy.

14. In$ruc{or's teachirg ability is v6y good.

15. Would uks anoihq class with insructo.

16. Objectives agree wirh ehar is hughl

17, Coune mstuial is suffrcient for objectives

18. Assignmmts help in unrlosanding the marerial.

19. T€xtboc& covss course matgial well

20. Writing assignnenis requited in course.

21. Required writing imporant to udersantting.
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